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Why have we decided to use 
Accelerated Reader?  

Good reading is not just about 
fluency and accurate decoding 
of a text.  
 
It is about understanding and 
making sense of what is being 
read.  
 
Our curriculum must reflect 
this. We teach and test to 
these skills therefore our 
reading scheme must also 
follow these principles.  
 
Also....it does what it says on 
the tin! 



What is Accelerated Reader?  

AR is a computer program that helps 
teachers manage and monitor children’s 
independent reading practice.   
 
Your child picks a book at his/her own 
level and reads it at his/her own pace.   
 
When finished, your child takes a short 
quiz on the computer 
- passing the quiz is an indication that 
your child has understood what has been 
read.   
 
AR gives both children and teachers 
feedback based on the quiz results 
which the teacher then uses to help the 
child set targets and ongoing reading 
practice.  

 



How do we determine your child’s 
initial reading level?  

Children take a test called the STAR READER test.  
 
This is a computer-adaptive reading test which assesses pupil’s reading 
ability and determines a recommended reading level for Accelerated 
Reader.  
 
It is also used to measure growth over time.  





 



The ZPD 

“Zone of Proximal Development”  



How will my child choose an 
appropriate book to read?  

• Free choice – motivational factor.  
 

• However, children must select books that are 
appropriate for their individual reading level.  
 

• Books are labelled in the following ways to help 
guide choices:  
 

• Book Level – difficulty of text (range 0.1 – 13.5). 
 

• Interest Level – Relates to the content and 
appropriateness- Lower (LY), Middle (MY) and 
Upper years (UY).  
 

• Points- Refers to length and number of words  
(range 0.5- 118).   

 
 
 
 



Our Library  
• Organised by author to encourage 

library skills and alphabetical ordering.  

 

• Colour coded for quick and easy access 
of appropriate levels.  



What happens when my child has 
finished reading a book?  



What does the quiz contain?  

• Test of comprehension not just reading 
fluency and accuracy.  

  

• Either 3, 5, 10 or 20 questions 
depending on the length of the book. 

 

• Let’s take a look! 

 



 



 



The TOPS report  

Book information  

Quiz 
performance 

Average 
Performance 

Overall 
Performance 

Targets set at 
85% pass rate.  A child needs to 

pass a quiz with a 
score of 60% or 
higher to earn 
points.  



What does it mean if my child is 
not passing quizzes?  

• Children have been set up for success  as they have been 
matched with books of the right reading level.  
 

• Quizzes have been written so that they can be passed 
easily by any pupil who has read the book and understood 
it at a basic level.  
 

• If a pupil consistently performs poorly on reading quizzes, 
it almost invariably means that they are not reading or 
comprehending the reading material.  

 
• We will 

– Sit with the children to help them with their quizzes 
– Listen to readers daily   
– Adjust ZPDs to enable success  
– Reassess using Star Reader every half term 



Rewards and motivational aspects 
of the scheme 

• Success – realistic targets that are challenging but attainable ensure 
children will pass their quizzes.  
 

• Free Choice -makes reading a much more enjoyable experience as they 
feel in control and can choose books that are interesting to them.  

 
• 4 x 100% = a small token prize of a bookmark  

 
• 100 % boards in class – raffle tickets for every 100% earned  

 
• Most improved reader each half term – celebrated and rewarded in 

celebration assemblies (first one this Thursday!!) 
 
• Word Millionaires Club  

• Year 2, 3 and 4 = Class Millionaires  
• Year 5/6 – Individual prizes  

 

• Consistent 100% performance - increase in ZPD  



How can I keep track of my 
child’s progress?  

You can access your child’s AR 
information in Renaissance Place 
Home Connect from any web-
enabled computer. 
 
Once in the program, you can 
view your child’s progress 
towards targets, points and 
books read.  
 
You can also access AR Book 
Finder to search for titles of 
interest.  
 
You can only access information 
about your own child. 
 
https://ukhosted62.renlearn.co.
uk/2248216/homeconnect/  

https://ukhosted62.renlearn.co.uk/2248216/homeconnect/
https://ukhosted62.renlearn.co.uk/2248216/homeconnect/


How can I support my child with 
AR at home?  

• Practise makes perfect!  
 

• Create a culture of reading in your household by reading 
with your child, starting a home library, visiting your local 
library or bookshop on a regular basis and by letting your 
child see you reading.  

 
• When reading with your child stop and ask questions to be 

sure your child comprehends what they have read and in 
general make a habit of discussing books that each of you 
has read.  
 

• See the comprehension handouts for questions to ask and 
ideas of activities/ things to discuss with your child.  
 
 

 



How can I support my child with 
AR at home?  

Above all, spend time 

listening to your child 

reading. Time spent 

reading at school (30 

mins), combined with 

time spent reading at 

home (15 mins) will 

equal that magic 35 – 

54 minutes! 



Book Finder 
www.arbookfind.co.uk   

Locate appropriate 
reading material for 
your child.  
 
**Quiz material** 

Information about 
book level, points and 
ratings given by other 
children.  

http://www.arbookfinder.co.uk/


Questions.... 

Thank You for coming! 


