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Homework 

Policy 

 

Waterhouses CE   

Primary Academy 

 

Celebrate Learning, Achieving and Friendship in God’s Love 
Core Values: Love, Trust, Hope, Respect 

 
Introduction 

Learning at home is an essential part of good education. Regular homework is important as it gives 

pupils the opportunity to practice at home the tasks and skills covered in class. It is also an 

opportunity for parents to become involved in their child’s learning, to support them, discuss and 

explore areas of learning together promoting discussion and shared experiences together. Our 

creative homework programme is designed to enhance children’s learning experiences beyond the 

classroom. 

 

At Waterhouses CE  Primary Academy, we appreciate the value of extra curricular activities, (sport, 

music, dancing, drama, the uniformed groups, other hobbies, etc.) and family activities and visits.  In 

setting homework, we allow space for these. A well balanced, healthy child should be encouraged to 

develop their particular interests in many of these activities in their own time. 

 

Rationale 

 Partnership between school and parents is one of the key indicators in effective pupil 

progress. 

 Research over a number of years has shown that homework can make an important 

contribution to pupils’ progress at school. 

 

Purpose 

We aim to: 

 develop children to enjoy learning and become life-long learners; 

 ensure consistency of approach throughout the school; 

 improve and strengthen the partnership between school, parents and pupils; 

 extend and support learning; 

 provide opportunities for parents and pupils to enjoy learning experiences together; 

 ensure progression towards independence and individual responsibility; 

 develop the confidence and self-discipline needed for independent study. 

 

Our approach to homework 

We believe that homework should not be a ‘chore’ that creates tension and upset at home-that 

achieves nothing. However, we do recognise the impact that regular practice and reinforcement of 

key skills, such as reading, spelling and times tables practice, brings to pupils when they are back in 

the classroom. As a result, our homework guidance does not follow a strict outlining of time to be 

spent on homework over a week but simply outlines the key areas that we would ask parents and 

carers to support us in practising with their child. 

In addition, we hope that our creative style homework will inspire you and your child to work 

together, over time, on mini-projects that can then be shared at school.  
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Roles and responsibilities 

The role of teaching staff: 

 to clearly communicate homework expectations to children and parents/carers; 

 to provide a range of creative homework activities to develop and extend learning as well as 

providing opportunities to practise key English and Mathematics skills. 

 to ensure the children have a clear understanding of the tasks involved and a common 

understanding of the high expectations held of them individually according to their ability; 

 to monitor completion of homework and provide feedback to children and parents; 

 to celebrate homework successes in class. 

 

The role of pupils: 

 to make full use of all the opportunities they are presented with; 

 to understand the homework that is set; 

 to attempt activities with maximum effort and to the best of their ability; 

 to ask for help from teaching staff or parents if necessary 

 to be organised so that necessary books and equipment are not left at school. 

 to take responsibility for handing in the completed task on the agreed day. 

 

The role of parents and carers 

 to provide encouragement and support for homework efforts;  

 to provide a comfortable, quiet homework area away from distractions; 

 to giving due importance to non-written tasks such as hearing reading and assisting in the 

learning of times tables and weekly spellings; 

 to sign the homework record to indicate that work has been completed and share successes or 

concerns with the class teacher; 

 to discuss with the class teacher if homework is becoming a difficulty for children or for 

parents. 

 

Through the setting and marking of homework we will adhere to our Dyslexia Friendly Policy 

 

Supporting Children with Additional Needs (Dyslexia Friendly Statement) 

Children with additional needs should be set homework that reflects their ability. Home learning 

tasks related to practising basic skills must be differentiated by the teacher according to the child’s 

ability and according to their Individual Educational Plans.  

 

Creative curriculum based homework will be of a creative nature and children can complete the task 

to the best of their ability. Tasks must have very clear explanations/instructions- both verbally to 

the child and written to the parent to ensure there is a clear understanding of what is expected from 

the homework. If necessary a dialogue with the parent at the end of the school day may take place to 

reinforce this further. 

 

The purpose of creative homework is that it is varied to meet the different learning styles and 

interests of all pupils including those with additional needs. There should be opportunities to present 

learning in a range of ways eg photographs, posters, pictures, mind maps and models as well as written 

work. The homework should be motivating and stimulating where possible and help develop social as 

well as other skills eg maths and word games. Support materials or equipment may be given eg a 100 

square for maths tasks or items such as glue sticks or scissors if needed. 
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In the spring term prior to the Y1 phonics test and Y2 and Y6 SATS, home work will normally be 

become more focussed on SATS questions and practice. 

 
Homework support at school 

We are able to support pupils in completing homework at school if necessary eg at breakfast or after 

school club or at lunchtime. This could be for a range of reasons eg for pupils who find it hard to find 

the time or a quiet place to complete work at home. We can also support pupils who may have 

problems finding resources or accessing ICT for research work. Class teachers will discuss with 

parents and children if they would like homework to be completed at school club on a regular basis or 

every now and again. 

 
Homework programme 

A programme of homework has been drawn up to ensure continuity and progression throughout school 

and consistency in the setting of homework. The programme has been developed on the following 

principles: 

 Reading is a necessary part of homework from Reception to Year 6 which ideally should be 

completed each day. 

 Weekly homework encourages the reinforcement of, or development in, the basic skills of 

mathematics and language. This will be in the form of weekly spelling lists, phonic sounds or 

high frequency words to learn and number bonds or times table facts to learn. These will be 

differentiated appropriately according to age and ability. 

 Each half term a choice of creative homework tasks will be set based on the class topic or a 

whole school theme. This will give the children the children an opportunity to shine in their 

own talents, strengths and learning styles. 

 
All parents and carers receive information on what their children are learning at school via our weekly 

‘Focus for Learning’ newsletters and half termly Topic newsletters. This offers further support for 

home learning and discussion with your child. 
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The agreed homework programme is as follows: 

 

Year Group/Class Homework 

NURSERY AND 

RECEPTION 

 

Ladybirds Class 

 

EYFS– supporting your child in being ready for school. 

Share stories and books together asking children questions about the 

stories.                                                                                              

Learn traditional Nursery and counting rhymes.                              

Write name – we have adopted a cursive handwriting please see a 

teacher for support.  

Enjoy mathematical experiences together eg:                                  

Counting up and down stairs, number of jumps you do, how many times 

the swing goes up and down, number of tins etc.                                  

Play shops with each other.                                                                

Measure ingredients together when baking.                                         

Use the microwave – look at the timer, clock, use the remote control or 

telephone – recognise numbers to 20.                                           

Recognise house and numbers on car registration plates.                  

Notice and name shapes in the environment. 

Children are also expected to practise their ‘Under the Sea’ 

basic maths skill on a daily basis. 
Fastening and unfastening buttons and zips and tying shoelaces – 

getting dressed and undressed etc. etc. 

Use a knife and fork correctly. 

Allow your child to cut out pictures from magazines and cards. 

Key rings with letters and words to learn and reading books will be sent 

home when your child is ready. 

Creative homework each half term suggests various activities to 

support learning at school. 
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Year Group/Class Homework 

YEAR 1 & YEAR 2 

 

 

Otters Class 

 

Children are expected to read daily at home with an adult if possible. 

Children will also receive an activity or spellings based on ‘Letters and 

Sounds’ to develop the children’s phonics and spellings. They will also 

receive a weekly spelling list. Children are also expected to practise 

their ‘Under the Sea’ basic maths skill on a daily basis. 

 

Creative topic based homework will also be given each half term where 

ideas for tasks to complete with the children will be suggested to 

parents. They will cover Maths, English, Topic, Science and RE. Clear 

guidelines on the completion of these tasks are given on the homework 

sheets. 

 

Please note that by the end of Year 2, children should be able to recall 

and use multiplication and division facts for the 2, 5 and 10 times 

tables.  

 

In the Spring term of Year 2 in the lead-up to SATS, the creative 

homework will be replaced with more basic skills work in English and 

Maths in preparation for the children’s assessments. Prior to the Y1 

phonics test, children will have real and nonsense words to practise at 

home. 

 

YEAR 3 & YEAR 4 

 

 

Penguins Class 

 

Children are expected to read daily, at least 15 minutes per night is 

recommended. Children will receive a weekly spelling list and be 

expected to practise their ‘Under the Sea’ basic maths skill on a daily 

basis. 

 

Creative topic based homework will also be given each half term where 

ideas for tasks to complete with the children will be suggested to 

parents. They will cover Maths, English, Topic, Science and RE. Clear 

guidelines on the completion of these tasks are given on the homework 

sheets. 

 

Please note that by the end of Year 3, children should be able to recall 

and use multiplication and division facts for the 3, 4 and 8 times tables.  

By the end of Year 4, children should be able to recall and use 

multiplication and division facts for all tables up to 12 X 12 
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Year Group/Class Homework 

YEAR 5 & YEAR 6 

 

 

White Tigers Class 

 

Children are expected to read daily, at least 15 minutes per night is 

recommended. Children will receive a weekly spelling list and be 

expected to practise their ‘Under the Sea’ basic maths skill on a daily 

basis. 

 

Creative topic based homework will also be given each half term where 

ideas for tasks to complete with the children will be suggested to 

parents. They will cover Maths, English, Topic, Science and RE. Clear 

guidelines on the completion of these tasks are given on the homework 

sheets. 

 

In the Spring term of Year 6 in the lead-up to SATS, the creative 

homework will be replaced with more basic skills work in English and 

Maths in preparation for the children’s assessments. 
 

 

At Waterhouses CE (VC) Primary School we actively encourage parents to assist their children with 

their homework. Although building independence is key, we acknowledge that the children need 

support to be heard read, learn their spellings and times tables and will benefit greatly from the 

assistance and guidance that you bring. For the creative based homework we really see this as a 

fabulous chance for you and your child to share and work together. Clearly we are looking for the 

children to complete the tasks not the parent, but we recognise the huge value that the input from 

the whole family can bring and the social skills and relationship building opportunities that can also be 

exploited. 

 

In addition, working together helps to develop parents’ understanding of the type of work children 

are experiencing at school and their academic progress. However, should homework ever become a 

‘chore’, adds unnecessary pressure to home life or is having a negative impact on children’s positive 

attitude to learning then parents are advised not to persevere with the homework and to discuss this 

with the class teacher. It may be that, in consultation with the teacher, homework is not appropriate 

for a particular child at a particular time and this is perfectly acceptable. 

 


